Chapter XV
THE POPE AND THE UNITED STATES

o,

'NLY within recent Pontificates have there been
cardinals from the United States entitled to take part in
the Conclave. Only within the last twenty years has the
Catholic Church in America become of such importance
that it seems a vital question whether there will not one
day be an American Pope, and at the present moment,
whether it would not be a good thing if American cardi-
nals were given time to reach Rome for the Conclave,
In 1922, Cardinal O'Connell of Boston did all in his
power to reach Rome in time, but he was too late. Since
then Italian and other nations' liners have learnt to make
the journey faster and it would now be possible for a
cardinal to reach Rome, if the Pope died the day before
a fast liner sailed from New York. It is a safe prophecy
that there will be very considerable discontent if American
cardinals cannot reach Rome in time to take part in the
election of Pope Pius' successor.
The fact that it looks as if there will not be one English
or Scottish-born cardinal to represent the British Empire
adds another grievance to the many felt at the moment by
the English-speaking world about Vatican diplomacy.
When Cardinal O'Connell eventually reached Rome
just after the election of Pope Pius, he asked for a message
for the American people. The Pope replied; "All my life